Deficit of T-cell recovery after allogeneic bone marrow transplantation in chronic myeloid leukemia patients.
The immunological reconstitution that follows bone marrow transplantation (BMT) was studied in 40 leukaemia patients: 19 with chronic myeloid leukaemia (CML), 12 with acute myeloid leukaemia (AML) and the remaining 9 with acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (ALL). The recovery of the CML group was slower than that of the ALL and AML groups. This difference was produced by the T cell compartment, as NK cell activity and B cell numbers did not differ significantly. Factors such as conditioning treatment and graft versus host disease (GVHD) prophylaxis were analysed. Our experience suggests that all leukaemia patients should not be considered as one group when analysing their immunological reconstitution, as factors related to the original disease may affect their outcome.